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Field struggle

5 elected
to Freshman
Council

Heritage
celebration
starts today

By Leslie Olivares
Staff Writer

By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor

Five students have been elected
to the Student Government
Association’s Freshman Council.
Tuesday’s election results were
announced by Vice President of
Administration Joel Alaffa during
the senate meeting that day. A
total of 142 students cast ballots.
Elected were Jose L. Cano,
a nursing major; Guillermo
E. Perez, history major; Jorge
Muñoz,
psychology
major;
Emmanuel Martinez, government
major; and Carlos Saldivar, music
major. Martinez was sworn in by
SGA President Jorge Alanis; the
others will be sworn in Tuesday.
Freshman education major
Dave Smith complained that
students were not given enough
time to vote.
“I think the election for the
Freshman Council was done
somewhat poorly, just one day of
voting,” Smith said. “You didn’t
get any voice from students who
just take Monday, Wednesday
and Friday classes. Their voices
have not been heard.”
He asked that more be done
in regard to the number of
polling places, dates, times and
publicity to make sure students
are informed on where, when and
what time they can vote.
Graduate student John Froozan

UTB/TSC will observe
Hispanic Heritage Month with
lectures, concerts, films and a
talent show.
The celebration will kick
off at 11 a.m. today with“El
Grito de Independencia” at
the Gazebos. Mexican Consul
Victor
Manuel
Treviño
Escudero will lead the
celebration.
The United States started
the observance in1968, when
Congress authorized President
Lyndon B. Johnson to
proclaim a week in September
as National Hispanic Heritage
Week.
In 1988, the observance was
expanded to a month, honoring
“U.S. residents who trace their
roots to Spain, Mexico and
the Spanish-speaking nations
of Central America, South
America and the Caribbean,”
according to a U.S. Census
Bureau fact sheet.
Hispanics are the largest
minority group in the United
States. As of July 1, 2007, the
nation’s Hispanic population
totaled 45.5 million, 15.1
percent of the estimated
population.
Sept. 15 marks the start
of Hispanic Heritage Month
with the anniversary of the
independence of Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Nicaragua.

• See ‘SGA,’ Page 3

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Scorpion midfielder/forward Linette Cuvillier fights for the ball during the Sept. 6 game against Oklahoma Baptist University at Morningside
Park. The game was a tie, 1-1. See Sports, Page 12.

Arts Center donation, Page 3

• See ‘Hispanic,’ Page 5
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Volunteers needed

Those who wish to volunteer for
the Barack Obama presidential
campaign are asked to attend a
meeting at 5 p.m. Tuesday at the
Cameron County Democratic
Party Headquarters,1767 Boca
Chica Blvd. (across from Taco
Palenque). For more information,
call Sylvia Perez at 544-1014 or
Ernesto De Leon at 433-9213.

Monday Night Physics

Michael Webb, an adjunct
faculty member in the Physics and
Astronomy
Department,
will
present a lecture titled “The Physics
Behind Musical Instruments”
at 7 tonight in the SET-B thirdfloor conference room. For more
information, send an e-mail to cesar.
cantu1@utb.edu.

Flag Football league

Registration for the Campus
Recreation Office’s Flag Football
League starts today and ends Sept.
29. A captain’s meeting is scheduled
at 5:30 p.m. Sept. 30 in the Student
Union’s Salon Jacaranda. For more
information and to sign up, visit
www.campusrecreation.utb.edu or
call 982-0172.

Drug trade documentary

“Drug Wars: The Colombianization
of Mexico,” a documentary by Gary
A. Fleming Jr., will be presented at
6:30 p.m. Thursday in the Student
Union’s Gran Salon. Admission is
free.

SGA meetings

The
Student
Government
Association meets at 5 p.m. each
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Salon Gardenia. Students may offer
suggestions, comments or concerns
about UTB/TSC during the “Let
Your Voice Be Heard” portion of
the meeting. For more information,
send an e-mail to SGA President
Jorge Alanis at jorge.alanis10@
utb.edu or SGA Vice President of
Administration Joel Alaffa at joel.
alaffa2@utb.edu.

MMA practice

The Scorpion Mixed Martial
Arts Club invites students to work
out and train in mixed martial arts.
Their weekly practice for beginners
is from 6 to 7 p.m. Thursday and
Friday and from noon to 1 p.m. on
Saturday. For advanced students, the
practice is from 7 to 8 p.m. Thursday
and Friday and from 1 to 3 p.m.
Saturday. For more information, visit
www.mma.utb.edu.

Constitution Day
celebration

UTB/TSC President Juliet V.
García will read the Preamble to the

Constitution and Charles Dameron,
vice president for Academic Affairs,
will read the Bill of Rights during the
celebration of Constitution Day at
11 a.m. Wednesday in the Gazebos.
Pizza and soft drinks will be served.
The readings will be followed by the
showing of the legal drama “Gideon’s
Trumpet” at noon in Tandy Hall
113. For more information, call
Alexander Dawoody, assistant
professor of government and public
policy, at 882-8893.

Student Success workshop

A workshop titled “Test Anxiety/
Study Skills” will be presented
by Academic Counselor Robert
Phaneuf from 1 to 2 p.m. Wednesday
in Cardenas Hall North 104. The
workshops are sponsored by the
Student Success Center. For more
information, call 882-8292.

TSC board meeting

The Texas Southmost College
board of trustees will meet at 5:30
p.m. Thursday in the Gorgas Hall
boardroom. For more information,
call 882-3879.

Author on radio

Jared Diamond, a geography
professor at the University of
California-Los Angeles and author
of the Pulitzer Prize-winning book,
“Guns, Germs and Steel,” will be
the guest on “Strong and Cook’s
Good Books,” which airs at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday and at
1:30 p.m. Sunday
on
KMBH-FM
(88.9)

Hispanic
Heritage
month

“El
Niño
Fidencio:
De
Espinazo
a
Roma,” a Mexican
film by Juan Farre
will be presented at
6:30 p.m. Friday in
the SET-B Lecture
Hall. Admission
is free. For more
information,
call the Dean of
Students Office at
882-5141.
Stephanie Griest,
author of the
award-winning
book,
“Around
the Bloc: My
Life in Moscow,
Beijing
and
Havana,”
will
present a lecture at
11 a.m. Sept. 23 in
the SET-B Lecture
Hall. The lecture

will be followed by a question-andanswer session and booking signing
at 12:30 p.m. in the SET-B third-floor
conference room. Admission is free.
For more information, call the Dean
of Students Office at 882-5141.

Patron of the Arts

Baritone
Ricardo
Delgado
Herbert and pianist James Pullés
will perform at 8 p.m. Saturday in the
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is
$10 for adults, $7 for senior citizens
and children and $3 for UTB/TSC
students with a valid ID. The Faculty
and Student Hispanic Heritage
concert will take place at 8 p.m.
Sept. 27 in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Admission is $10 for adults, $7 for
senior citizens and children and $3
for UTB/TSC students with a valid
ID. For information, call 882-7025.

Ex-U.S. attorney to speak

David C. Iglesias, the former U.
S. attorney for the District of New
Mexico, will present a lecture on
his book, “In Justice: Inside the
Scandal That Rocked the Bush
Administration,” at 7 p.m. Sept.
24 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. For
more information, call Student Life
Director David Mariscal at 8825138.

Legacy memberships

The Campus Recreation Office
is offering Legacy Memberships
for full-time faculty and staff. Those

who sign up for a $20-per-month
payroll deduction between now
and Sept. 30 will be recognized
at the opening of the Recreation,
Education and Kinesiology Center.
For more information, call Campus
Recreation at 982-0172 or send an email to campusrec@utb.edu.

Learning Enrichment

The
Learning
Enrichment
Department’s Writing Lab invites
students to take advantage of the
services it provides. The lab gives
support with writing assignments,
research papers, online database
research and Blackboard assistance.
All services are free for current
UTB/TSC students. Operating hours
are from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Friday in Cardenas Hall North
120.

Mass celebration

The Catholic Campus Ministry
will celebrate Mass at 12:20 p.m.
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Salon Bougainvillea. A luncheon will
follow the Mass at 1 p.m.

ROTC classes

Registration is under way for the
UTB/TSC ROTC Bravo Troop
classes. For more information, call
the Military Science Department at
882-7621.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
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Continued from Page 1

told the SGA it is not doing enough
to fill senate seats. As of press time,
11 seats remain unfilled.
“I was wondering if anything
had been set up in order to address
that issue,” Froozan said at the
meeting, referring to the three
School of Education and two
graduate seats.
He first expressed his concern
at the Sept. 2 SGA meeting.
“We
have
a
selection
committee,” Alaffa responded.
“We actually have a couple of
applications that came in recently
for those positions.”
Froozan said that except for the
ad he saw in The Collegian, he had
not seen any other announcements
on the Freshman Council elections.
He urged the SGA to do more
to reach students and make the
campus know that the SGA is here
for them.
“The fact that it doesn’t
appear that you all have made a
concentrated effort to reach out is
the major concern,” Froozan said.
Earlier in the meeting, Senator
Pro Tem Rosalinda Rangel
explained that the vacancy issue
was addressed by the executive
board at its Sept. 5 meeting.
“Senators are reminded that
they shall meet with the deans of
their respective schools as soon
as possible in order to establish a
better network between [the] SGA
and the rest of the university body,”
Rangel said. “Those schools or
colleges who have no student
representation in [the] SGA will
be assigned a combination of
a senator at large as well as an
officer to arrange meetings with
their respective deans to take care
of any student issues.”
In other business, Dean of
Students and Associate Vice
President Mari Fuentes-Martin
spoke about changes in the student

grievance policy.
“Since April I have been working
on revising the student grievance
procedures that we currently
follow,” Fuentes-Martin said.
The grievance procedure has
three main categories: grade
appeals, academic non-grade
appeals and non-academic appeals.
The grievance policy is in section
6.2.8 of the university’s Handbook
of Operating Procedures, or HOOP.
Appeals must be filed within 30
days of the initial incident. More
information is available at blue.
utb.edu/complaints.
Graduate student Joe Lee Rubio
said he was concerned about the
policy being revised without any
student input. He also asked that
the SGA Web site be updated in
order to keep the students informed
about the association’s goals,
contact information and agendas.
Senator at Large Jason Rios
addressed the request for lockers
made by freshman Claudia
Robinson at the Sept. 2 meeting.
“Joel [Alaffa] and myself are
going to be taking charge of this
issue,” Rios said. “What I’d like
to do is preferably get somebody
else to help us out so we can
share the responsibility, forming a
committee to ensure that the issue
is explored and addressed in a
timely manner.”
The committee will conduct
a feasibility study to determine
overall student need, location of
lockers and fees that would be
charged if they are installed.
During the Let Your Voice Be
Heard portion of the meeting,
freshman
Claudia
Robinson
voiced her concern on the need for
healthy food on campus.
Absent from the meeting was
School of Health Sciences Senator
Hugo Valdez.
The
Student
Government
Association will meet at 5 p.m.
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Salon Gardenia.

‘Guns, Germs and Steel’
author to speak here
By Julianna Sosa
Staff Writer
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jared Diamond will speak
on campus next month for the university’s Distinguished
Lecture Series.
David Pearson, vice president for Partnership Affairs,
presented a summary of Diamond’s achievements and
the topic of his lecture to Texas Southmost College board
members at their Aug. 28 meeting.
“Back in 1997, Jared Diamond published “Guns, Germs
and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies,” Pearson said.
“It was a serious book, it was a challenging book and in
it Dr. Diamond endeavored to answer a most fundamental
question of world history: How is it that the world reached
its present ordering of nations?”
Diamond, who is a professor of geography at the
University of California at Los Angeles, will lecture at
7 p.m. Oct. 16 in the SET-B Lecture Hall and at 10 a.m.
Oct. 17 in the Jacob Brown Auditorium on the topic:
“Globalization: For Better or For Worse, Touching on
Why Societies Succeed or Fail.”
He is also a member of the National Academy of
Sciences, the American Philosophical Society, the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, recipient of the
National Medal of Science, former McArthur Foundation
Fellow and author of more than 200 articles and four
books.
The board recognized Jim and Amy Tipton for their
donation to the Arts Center, which is under construction,
and approved the naming one of its teaching studios “The
Tipton Family Teaching Studio.”
“It gives me great pleasure to give this gift as a show of
respect for the members of my family who have dedicated
their lives to education and music,” Jim Tipton said.
Among the educators in his family are his wife, Amy,
who has taught in Brownsville for 27 years, and daughter,
Katy Tipton, who will be completing her master’s in
education this year in Virginia.
Tipton said the donation is “a small token of my
appreciation and admiration for [UTB/TSC President]
Juliet Garcia.”
Kim Sanchez, operations and services manager for
Partnership Affairs, told The Collegian that the Tiptons
requested that the amount of the donation remain
undisclosed.
The board approved the re-naming of the International
Technology, Education and Commerce Campus to the
International Technology, Education and Commerce
Center.
The proposal to change the name came after Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools evaluators, who
were on a re-accreditation visit to UTB/TSC, suggested
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Jim Tipton holds a rendering of the future Arts Center he and
his wife Amy (left) received from UTB/TSC for the generous
donation they made to the center. The Tiptons were recognized
at the Aug. 28 meeting of the Texas Southmost College board
of trustees.

that the ITECC constituted not a portion of the campus,
but a separate branch.
SACS’ definition of a separate branch is an independent
and autonomous educational entity. This would mean that
ITECC would have to have its own faculty, administrative
staff, budgetary authority, hiring authority and would
have to go under a separate review by the SACS review
committees.
“Obviously, the ITECC was never intended to function
as a branch campus in the way that is described by
SACS,” Pearson said. “As a consequence of that, it is
necessary to bring before the board a resolution to rename
the ITECC.”
In other business, the board approved:
--the Texas Southmost College District Fiscal Year
2008-2009 budget in the amount of $56.8 million for
operations and $4.9 million for debt service.
--the purchase of Lot 4, Block 9, in the Colonia Alta
Vista Subdivision for $35,000; Lots 4,5,6 and 7, Block 5,
in the Paredes Tract Addition, for $225,900; and Lots 9
and 10, Block 12, in the Colonia Alta Vista Subdivision,
for $70,000.
--a change order to the contract with SpawGlass to
include the Incubator Expansion Project in the amount
of $1,073,924. The construction will be funded by
a grant received from the Economic Development
Administration; a change order to contract with Skanska
for the Arts Center, $372,457, for improvements to Taylor
Avenue and a new sewer line; and a change order to the
contract with Design Build Solutions in the amount of
$16,463 for the repair of the ITECC roof.
--the renewal of general liability, educators legal, crime
and auto insurance policies with Shepard Walton King in
the amount of $39,239.
--A utility easement to the Brownsville Public Utilities
Board for the ITEC Center.
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What do
you do in
your spare
time?

“Basically, I
like to record
and mix
sounds.”
Jesus Torres
Sophomore
computer
information systems
major
“I like to
draw, or I
like to make
programs in
Java on the
computer, or
I’ll design maps
for my favorite games,
such as ‘FarCry’ or ‘Halo
3.’”
Daniel Flores
Freshman computer
science major
“Mainly sleep.
I don’t
have much
spare time
between
college and
work, so when I
do have it, I’m sleeping or
reading.”
Shauna Allen
Sophomore nursing
major
“Solo ir al
cine, o a
veces voy
a fiestas
con mis
amigos en
Matamoros.”
Liliana Ruiz
Freshman physics major
--Compiled by David Boon
--Photos by Matthew
Lerma

President’s Cor ner
My fellow Scorpions,
I just got back from
the University of Texas
System Student Advisory
Council
(UTSSAC)
meeting
in
Austin.
Rosalinda Rangel, senator
for School of Liberal
Arts, and I met with the representatives of
fellow UT campuses to speak about several
situations our campus faces.
The purpose of UTSSAC is to receive input
from the various campuses across the UT
System and collaborate with them to address
problems that we all share. In addition, I chose
to serve on the Academic Affairs and Finance
and Legislative Affairs committees, and
Rosalinda selected the Health and Graduate
Affairs and Student/Staff and Campus Life
committees.
During our first meeting, held Sept. 5 and
6, we discussed the price of textbooks, the
number of students living in The Village
at Fort Brown, the need for more graduate
student housing, the length of the student
appeal procedure, the new developments at
our institution and the process of financial aid,
among others. During committee meetings,

we discussed that in order for students to
save money on textbooks, the instructor
should notify students in advance to give
them the option to buy books elsewhere. The
committee also discussed giving students
the opportunity to know which instructor to
take before they register by having a course
description and preview of their syllabus.
The need for more student housing is a
problem that all institutions have. It was
recommended that the appeals process be
shorter and have student representation on
appeals committees. There is still much
research and work to be done, and I will
keep you informed of the progress. We will
present our recommendations to the UT board
of regents. I will work closely with other
SGA members to discuss more programming
to improve student life on our campus.
I congratulate the five students who won
election to the Freshman Council last week
and welcome them to the SGA. I also want
to thank current officers and senators for their
hard work.
Jorge Alanis
SGA President

Letter to the
editor
In my two semesters of attending UTB/TSC
I have noticed that there are many different
nationalities, races and cultures on campus.
There is something that bothers me deeply. Why
does UTB only recognize one race and culture?
Yes, I am fully aware that the UTB/TSC
campus is predominantly Hispanic but that does
not mean that the other cultures on campus should
be alienated. I am of Irish, Dutch, German and
English heritage. Does UTB/TSC celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day or Octoberfest? Every activity on
campus, for example, Fiesta Del Paseo, is aimed
toward the Hispanic students. This alienates
those of us who are not of Hispanic heritage and
makes us feel not welcome on campus.
The faculty, staff and Student Government
Association need to sit back and realize that the
UTB/TSC campus is a melting pot of different
cultures and every culture should be represented
in some way to make them feel welcome. Until
this happens I will not be attending any function
on campus because I do not feel welcome.
Michael Orbin
Undergraduate

Letters to the editor policy
Letters must include the name, classification and phone number
of the author or the letter cannot be published. Opinions expressed
in The Collegian are those of writers and do not necessarily reflect

the views of The Collegian or UTB/TSC administrators. The editor
reserves the right to edit the letters. Letters for The Collegian can be
sent to collegian@utb.edu.
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Poll: McCain, Obama in dead heat
By Steven Thomma
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON-John McCain
and Barack Obama head into the
fall campaign neck and neck,
despite questions in many voters’
minds about whether McCain’s
running mate is as qualified as
Obama’s, according to a new
Ipsos/McClatchy poll.
The national poll finds
Republican McCain with the
support of 46 percent of registered
voters and Democrat Obama
with 45 percent. The survey has
a margin of error of plus or minus
3.3 percentage points.
Independent
candidate

Ralph Nader has 2 percent, and
Libertarian candidate Bob Barr 1
percent. Another 6 percent were
undecided or did not support any
of those choices.
“The race has tightened,”
said Clifford Young, senior vice
president of Ipsos Public Affairs,
which conducted the poll Sept.
5-9, its first since the two majorparty conventions kicked off the
fall general election campaign.
“McCain got a very good bump
from his convention and now it’s
a real race.”
Bounces up in polls immediately
following conventions are no
guarantee of victory in November.
Candidates who got higher post-

Election Day Voter
Registration Deadline
5 p.m. Oct. 6, 2008
Requirements:

convention poll bounces than their
opponents and went on to lose
include Barry Goldwater in 1964,
Jimmy Carter in 1980, Walter
Mondale in 1984 and Michael
Dukakis in 1988, according to a
study by Karlyn Bowman of the
American Enterprise Institute,
a conservative think tank in
Washington.
With the Obama-McCain race
so close and less than two months
until the election, several factors
could prove pivotal in coming
weeks, including how the two
campaigns do in winning the
support of the roughly 15 percent
of voters who could go either way,
and how well Republican vice
presidential nominee
Sarah Palin does in
assuring skeptics that
she is up to the job.
The poll finds that
registered
voters
continue to wonder
whether Palin, a
first-term
Alaska
governor,
is
as
qualified to step up to
the job of president
as her Democratic
counterpart, Joseph
Biden, who has been

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Faculty and administrators fill applications to become deputy voter registrars Tuesday
in the Education and Business Complex’s Salon Cassia. Shown (from left) are Rene
Villarreal, director of Admissions; Beatriz Castillo and Maggie Solis, assistant master
technical instructors; and Mary Valencia, lecturer. About 30 members of the campus
community signed up for the volunteer effort. Oct. 6 is the last day to register to vote
in the general election, Nov. 4. Early voting runs from Oct. 20 through 31. At UTB/TSC,
voters can cast early ballots from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Oct. 20-24 in Cardenas Hall North.

in the Senate for more than three
decades.
A majority of voters, 60 percent,
think that Biden is qualified to be
president, while 31 percent think
he is not.
By comparison, 48 percent of
voters think Palin is qualified,
while 44 percent think she is not.
“While Palin has electrified the
base, her overall appeal is less

Hispanic

Be a U.S. citizen

Continued from Page 1

Be a resident of the country
Be 18 years old
Not a convicted felon
Not declared mentally incapacitated by
a court of law

Voter registration drive

The Center for Civic Engagement, the Office of the President
and the League of Student Voters will sponsor a voter
registration drive beginning today and ending Oct. 6, the last
day to register to vote. Those eligible can register between 10
a.m. and 1 p.m., 2:30 and 4:30 p.m., and 6:30 and 7:30 p.m.
in Tandy Hall, Cardenas Hall North and South (courtyard),
the Student Union, Education and Business Complex and
International Technology, Education and Commerce Center.
Collegian

Mexico celebrates its independence Sept. 16
and Chile Sept. 18.
At UTB/TSC, activities will run today
through Oct. 25.
Luis Rodríguez-Abad, a professor in the
Social Sciences Department, will present a
lecture titled “Hugo Chavez and the Bolivarian
Ideal,” at 12:15 p.m. Thursday in the SETB third-floor conference room. RodríguezAbad will present the lecture again at 5:30
p.m. Oct. 7 (location to be announced later).
“I think anything on Hugo Chavez is
interesting just because he’s been a critical
figure in the last couple of years with his
vocal protests against President Bush and
the United States,” said Mari FuentesMartin, associate vice president and dean of
students.
Mexican filmmaker Juan Farré will present
his documentary, “El Niño Fidencio: De
Roma a Espinazo,” about the folk healer from
Guanajuato, Mexico, at 6:30 p.m. Friday in
the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Stephanie Elizondo Griest, a journalist and
award-winning author, will lecture on her
book, “Mexican Enough: My Life Between
the Borderlines,” at 11 a.m. Sept. 23 in the
SET-B Lecture Hall.
Elizondo Griest is “a young professional
who graduated with a degree in journalism
from UT-Austin and has traveled the world,
as a social activist, a feminist, as just an

than Biden’s,” Young said.
On issues, McCain leads on
foreign policy and national
security. Obama leads on jobs
and the economy, health care and
representing change.
Voters split almost evenly on
who is a better leader.
“Neither has been able to
dominate on that,” Young said.

observer of different cultures, different
people, and finding her identity along the
way,” Fuentes-Martin said. A question-andanswer session will follow at 1 p.m. in the
SET-B third-floor conference room.
David Iglesias, the U.S. attorney for
the District of New Mexico from 2001 to
2007, will present his book, “In Justice:
Inside the Scandal That Rocked the Bush
Administration,” at 7 p.m. Sept. 24 in the
SET-B Lecture Hall. Iglesias was among
seven U.S. attorneys asked to resign in 2006.
Other events include Noche de Estrellas,
a student talent show, movies and concerts.
Fuentes-Martin encourages students, faculty
and staff to attend the events.
“A lot of it is just going to be things that will
be fun to attend, interesting to attend, that will
recognize Hispanic culture in different ways,
shapes and forms--dance, music, speakers-and it should be a good month,” she said.
Fuentes-Martin also said the lectures are an
opportunity to learn.
“It’s interesting to hear other people’s point
of view, to hear their story about how they
became successful, or what they’ve seen
along the way because I think they always
have something to teach us,” she said. “We
should learn from these folks, what to do,
what not to do, and maybe decide our own
footprint in our legacy as Hispanics in the
United States.”
For a schedule of events, see Page 9.

On Campus

Page 6 • September 15, 2008

The Collegian

Students aid in pulsar search
By David Boon
Staff Writer

Through the use of the new Arecibo
Remote Command Center, UTB/TSC’s
Center for Gravitational Wave Astronomy
shares control of the world’s largest radio
telescope, located in Arecibo, Puerto Rico.
Costing roughly $80,000, the center is
funded by the National Science Foundation
and the Center for Gravitational Wave
Astronomy, said Frederick Jenet, the
assistant professor in charge of the ARC
Center. The program was in a prototype
form for about a year before moving to the
current phase.
“Literally, the last monitor came up just a
few weeks ago,” Jenet said. “We’re hoping
that the grand opening will be sometime
early next year.”
While light waves are visible to the
human eye through the optical telescope,
a radio telescope works by picking up a
different spectrum of light waves.
“A radio telescope is a detector of
electromagnetic radiation,” Jenet said.
The radio telescope in Arecibo measures
305 meters in diameter.
“You can fit three football fields in that
[diameter], and in the entire dish itself, you
could fit 10,” Jenet said. “It’s the world’s
largest closed aperture observatory,

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Freshman physics major Drew Fleckenstein works on
his research project in the Arecibo Remote Command
Center in SET-B.

therefore making it the most sensitive piece
of equipment on the planet.”
The facility at Arecibo that houses the
telescope costs about $1 million per month
to run and is also funded by the NSF, Jenet
said. However, the ARC Center does not
pay for time to use the telescope.
“It’s a national facility, so the way that
works is that scientists propose to do
certain work on that, and then it goes to
a committee and if it’s approved, they get
to use the telescope with no charges,” he
said.
The ARC Center is largely the product of
the CGWA and Jenet.
“The CGWA created the environment
which attracted many fantastic researchers

ATTENTION SCORPIONS!
Business & Professional Job Fair
(For all Majors)
Wednesday, September 24
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Jacob Brown Auditorium
SPECIAL THANKS
TO OUR SPONSORS

to UTB,” Jenet said.
The program is one part of an initiative
by the CGWA to bring in high school
students and give them the opportunity to
conduct research. The other parts include
the 21st Century Astronomy Ambassadors
Program, which is a summer academy, and
the observations that take place throughout
the school year.
“In high school I’m taught the basics
and the fundamentals, and once I get here,
I get the real life experience of an actual
problem,” said Jose Martinez, a senior at
Porter High School who has been a part of
the program since 2006.
The program expanded this school year
to give scholarships to students who took
part in the summer academy and continue
to be involved with the ARC Center. This
semester, there are five ARCC Scholars.
At the ARC Center, students not only
study the patterns of the stars, but also
learn real-world research skills that put
them ahead of the learning curve.
“It’s just great,” said Jesus Rivera, a
freshman physics major and ARCC Scholar.
“We’ve actually done research, and not
many undergraduates get that chance.”
Anthony Ford, a freshman physics major
and fellow ARCC Scholar, agrees.
“They’re teaching us right off the bat
how to do research,” Ford said. “It’s

Kang’s
Taekwondo Academy
Korean Martial Arts

• To develop an appreciation for
Taekwondo as a sport and an Art
• To achieve physical fitness through
positive participation
• To improve mental discipline and
emotional equanimity
• To learn self-defense skills
• To develop a sense of responsibility
for oneself and others

Kang’s Taekwondo Academy
Career Services

The University of Texas at Brownsville
and Texas Southmost College
80 Fort Brown Brownsville, TX 78520
(956) 882-5627 (UTB-JOBS)
www.career.utb.edu

basically teaching me how to be a scientist,
and enabling me to be able to take this and
apply this later on.”
The program was designed to work
with the Center for Gravitational Wave
Astronomy in order to prove the existence
of gravitational waves.
“Put poetically, [they are] ripples in the
fabric of space-time itself,” Jenet said,
referring to gravitational waves.
The students’ main job is searching for
radio pulsars, which are stars that give off
strong signals of radio waves.
“There’s about 1,600 of these sources
known, and about 20 of those are good
enough for the pulsars for the gravitational
wave.” Jenet said. “So, our collaborators
are trying to find more pulsars that are
suitable for that already existing, galactic
scale observatory.”
The students’ research makes a big
impact on the scientific community
because of the role that gravitational waves
play in theorizing and conceptualizing the
universe.
“It’s sort of fundamental to our
understanding of reality,” Jenet said. “If
they don’t exist, something is very wrong
with our understanding of reality. If we do
detect them, we’ve now opened up a new
way of looking at the universe.”

Grand Master Sung Hwan Kang
Taekwondo 8th Dan Black Belt
Hapkido 8th Dan Black Belt
1607 Resaca Village Shopping Center
Brownsville, Tx 78521
Ph. (956) 547-9776
Fax (956) 574-9798
e-mail: sungwhankang@yahoo.co.kr

Kang’s Taekwondo Academy II
Master Joe Connor
Taekwondo 4th Dan Black Belt
Hapkido 1st Dan Black Belt
2740 W. Alton Gloor, Suite A
Brownsville, Tx 78520
Ph. (956) 350-9500
e-mail: jconnorkangstkd2@yahoo.com
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Feverish fun at Fiesta
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer

Fiesta Del Paseo was hot-literally.
Hundreds of people bought
bottled water before sunset, seeking
hydration amid 97-degree heat.
They also listened to live music,
played games and munched on food
ranging from flautas and hot dogs to
cheesecake and cupcakes.
Ringgold Road, between SET-B
and the Student Union, was closed
off to make way for a stage, food
and game booths. Live music blasted
from speakers and wonderful aromas
filled the air on Sept. 5.
“Fiesta Del Paseo is an event
that we came up with last year to
welcome back students from the
summer,” said Assistant Director of

Student Life, Eloy Alvarez. “It’s just
a gathering of campus community as
well as the community in general to
welcome everybody back.”
Student Life Director David
Mariscal estimated the crowd at 800.
Many incoming students who were
unfamiliar with the campus found
this event to be a great idea.
“They were giving out a lot of
fliers and everyone’s friendly, so I
thought it would be nice to come,”
said freshman nursing major Sylvia
Garza. “It’s a great way to welcome
students to campus.”
Four bands provided the music
this year: Auditivo, Nina Pilots, NTN
and Labial.
“It’s pretty cool,” said sophomore
nursing major Jesus Garcia. “This is
the second time I come and there’s a
lot more people and bands than last

year.”
Several families attended the
event, as inflatable bouncers were
provided free of charge for children
of all ages.
“I came with my mom, my dad,
and my sister,” said Karla Lozano, a
16-year-old Pace High School student
and member of the Vikings varsity
soccer team. “My mom works here
and she wanted me to see UTB. I
enjoyed that I kicked a goal off some
guy and won a glow stick.”
Food and soft drinks were sold
and games were sponsored by
several student and departmental
organizations, including the South
Texas Engineering, Math and Science
Mentors (STEMS) Club, Sigma Psi
Delta, Campus Activities Board and

• See ‘Fiesta,’ Page 10

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian Photos

Fans of Nina Pilots gather in front of the stage to capture their performance.
Junior business major Erick Ptacnik is the bass player for Auditivo.

David Guerra/Collegian

The Sigma Psi Delta Sorority sister Ruby Ramirez (second from right) gets help selling
bottled water from pledges (from left) Sigrid Razo, Madeleine Rodriguez, Ana Gonzalez
and Angie Blankenship.

24 RS
U
O
H

Freshman Yessika Iracheta looks for a
Nina Pilots T-shirt to buy. Also shown is
junior history major Jorge Hernandez.

Present coupon with UTB/TSC ID and get a FREE drink.
BUFFET

Mon-Wed
11 am - 2 pm
ONLY

$

5.95

HOMEMADE
1/2 lb. CHEESEBURGER

and Fries
$
ONLY

5.95

PANCHOS

with Beans, Cheese,
Fajitas and Avocado
$
ONLY

9.95

COME BY AND SEE US AFTER YOUR NIGHT ON THE TOWN!
Gorditas • Steaks • Menudo • Caldo • Enchiladas • Tripas •
Tacos de Brisket • Cabrito en Salsa • And MORE!
4434 E. 14th St. and Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville. TX 78520
ORDERS
TO GO!
OPEN24
24 HOURS!
ORDERS
TO GO!
OPEN
HOURS!

542-4777

Brownsville resident Rudy Gallardo reaches for a torta
topping during Fiesta Del Paseo. Students for Peace and
Change sponsored the food booth.

Lead guitarist Fernanda
Martinez of Nina Pilots.
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Salsa classes, anyone? Make
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer

Every
time
I
ask
someone,
“What’s
something fun to do in
Brownsville?” I get a blank
stare and the reply, “nothing.”
But, there’s a place that might
just change their opinion.
City Karts, at 7000 N. Expy.,
is perhaps best known for its gokarts. What you might not know
is that it also offers salsa classes
from 9 to 10 p.m. on Tuesdays.
The best part? It’s free of
charge and fun.
Brenda Gutierrez, the dance
instructor and a UTB/TSC
administrative assistant in the
Veterans Upward Bound Office,
has been taking dance courses
since 2001.
Last year, she taught salsa to
students during the university’s
Hispanic
Heritage
Month
celebration.
Gutierrez started teaching the
class at City Karts three months
ago, after a friend recommended
her to City Karts owner Raul
Reyes, a UTB/TSC student.
Reyes liked the idea and they
started advertising the classes
throughout the city and on

campus.
Sociology Professor Mark
Horowitz and his wife Antonia
found out about the classes
through an announcement posted
in his class.
“I thought it was both fun
and really excellent,”
Horowitz said. “The
teacher
is
really
effective at what she
does; it was good that
we came.”
The Horowitzes plan to
keep attending the salsa
classes.
Anthony Ramirez,
a senior business
major,
found
out about the
classes
through
friends.
“[My
friends]
have been
coming to
Brenda’s classes,” Ramirez said.
“They told me about it and I got
interested, so I started coming
about two and a half months ago.
“We get a really good turnout,
… Now Tuesdays has become
one of the big nights to come.”
About 35 people showed up
last Tuesday.
You don’t have to know
much about salsa to participate.
Gutierrez counts the basic steps,
making it easier to understand.
“I’m going to teach you
rhythm and direction,” she tells
the group.
At the beginning of the class,
she explains the difference
between salsa and cumbia.
“Cumbia you dance to the side;
salsa you dance in a line, that’s
the main difference,” Gutierrez

a move

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian Photos

Dance instructor Brenda Gutierrez guides participants through the steps for salsa.

said.
The instructor is courteous and
fun; she makes everyone feel at
ease. If you get stuck on a step,
Gutierrez repeats it with you.
After the class, the house band
Picasso plays salsa tunes.
City Karts Manager Lupe
Cisneros said that besides salsa
classes, the business offers other
entertainment throughout the
week.

“Wednesday’s
we
have
Karaoke, Thursday’s [stand-up
comedy and singing], Fridays and
Saturdays live music,” Cisneros
said.
Do you have a suggestion for
something fun and inexpensive
to do in Brownsville? Call staff
writer Christine Cavazos at 8825143 or send her an e-mail at
collegian@utb.edu.
Graphic by Ivan Godinez

I was assigned to find something
fun and inexpensive for UTB/
TSC students to do, so I decided
to go with something a bit out of
the ordinary--a salsa class at City
Karts last Tuesday.
You might think, “how
embarrassing,” and that was my
first thought, too, until I tried it.
Feeling shy? Most of the people
taking the class are beginners,
too, so you are not alone.
I arrived at 8:45 p.m., looked
around and saw a couple of
people sitting down. I first
thought that no one would show
up. At 9 p.m. sharp, instructor
Brenda Gutierrez began the class,
and young and old couples filled
the dance floor.
Don’t worry if you don’t have
a partner. Gutierrez starts by
showing everyone the basic steps
by numbers. It might seem a bit
confusing at the start, but you
soon get the hang of it.
I decided to persuade fellow
UTB/TSC student and friend
Josue Duran, a freshman business
major, to take the class with me.
We danced, helped each other
and laughed along the way. The
hour went by quickly; I learned
the basic step, side step and
turns. Once you learn the basics,
the instructor tells everyone to
stand in pairs and form a circle.
If you don’t have a partner, you
just pair up with someone who is
also alone.
You are then shown how to
position your hands and arms.
The women change partners with
each step, so you get to meet the
entire class.
Classes are conducted from 9
to 10 p.m. every Tuesday and are
free of charge.
Taking the salsa class was fun
and worthwhile.

--Christine Cavazos

Gutierrez gives directions on salsa’s side steps.

Freshman business administration major Josue Duran
(above) and reporter Christine Cavazos (right) practice the
basic steps of salsa.
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NEED SERVICE
LEARNING HOURS?

NEED VOLUNTEER
HOURS?

Wednesday, September 17, 2008
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Gazebo Area
Volunteer to Make a Difference in Your Community

Nonprofit Agencies will be at VOLUNTEER FEST to recruit VOLUNTEERS
Office of Student Life (882-5138)
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Fiesta

Continued from Page 7
Campus Recreation.
“We’re selling ice cream we won in a contest,”
said senior biology major Daniel Arriaga, who
is a member of the STEMS Club. “I’m enjoying

375 Media Luna Rd.
Brownsville, TX 78521

PHONE: 546-1605 FAX: 546-1607
EMAIL: tbbtld@rgv.rr.com

hanging out here, promoting our club and
yelling out, ‘Free ice cream for a dollar.’”
Fiesta Del Paseo is only in its second year,
but officials expect to make it another Scorpion
tradition at the beginning of each fall semester.
“This is one of the traditional events we’re
working on from now on,” Alvarez said.

Police Repor ts
Following are among the incidents reported
by Campus Police between Aug. 11 and 15.
At 9 a.m. Aug. 11, a Physical Plant employee
found a small handbag in the SET-B Lecture
Hall and turned it in to Campus Police. The
gray bag contained a driver’s license, Social
Security card, birth certificate and a wooden
bracelet.
At 11:34 a.m. Aug. 13, a Campus Police
officer was dispatched to The Village at Fort
Brown parking lot regarding a damaged
vehicle. The officer met with a Physical Plant
employee who stated that he had accidentally
shattered a window of a Dodge Durango while
using a weed cutter.
At 8:14 p.m. the same day, an individual
turned in a bag he had found inside the Jacob
Brown Auditorium. The bag is blue with white
flowers and contained three Manzanita Sol
soda cans and a Mrs. Bairds’ bread bag.
At 3:38 p.m. Aug. 14, an individual reported
the theft of her cell phone on Aug. 12. Then,
while she was working in the Jacob Brown
Auditorium on Aug. 13, she went out to lunch
and left her laptop computer with a wireless
Internet card inserted in one of the slots on her
desk. When she returned, she noticed the card
was missing. The loss was estimated at $300.

At 8:35 a.m. Aug. 15, a staff member
reported losing a set of university keys. The
loss was estimated at $30.
At 9:34 a.m. the same day, a Campus
Police officer was dispatched to parking Lot
Z in reference to a minor traffic accident. A
student driving a 2007 Chevrolet Trailblazer
struck the back of a 2003 Volkswagen Beetle
and damaged the right tail lamp. The student
agreed to pay for damages. No injuries were
reported.
At 10:44 a.m. the same day, a student
reported that he parked his car in Lot Y at
8:20 a.m., and when he returned about two
hours later he found the back bumper on the
passenger side had been damaged. The cost of
the damage was estimated at $500.
At 5:20 p.m. the same day, a staff member
reported finding a laptop computer inside a
black carrying case in Eidman Hall 1.
At 7:08 p.m. the same day, an individual
reported that he parked his 2000 Toyota Tundra
at of the International Technology, Education
and Commerce Campus at 6:05 p.m. and when
he came back at 6:40 p.m., he noticed damage
to the bottom of the front passenger door. The
damage was estimated at $300.
--Compiled by Julianna Sosa

ATTENTION STUDENTS!
The Office of Student Media is accepting applications for:

1025 Wildrose Ln.
Brownsville, TX 78520

Sting Radio Station Manager,
News and Information Director,
Music Director and
Advertising Sales Manager
All applicants must have a 2.5 GPA or higher.
For more information,
call 882-5143 or visit Student Union 1.28.

and drink...

$4.50
PHONE: 542-1941 FAX: 542-8104
EMAIL: lcbtltd@rgv.rr.com

1244 International Blvd., Brownsville, Texas
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UTB/TSC Students ONLY:
Present this coupon with your
UTB/TSC ID and receive an
extra $5 for your first donation.
08/01/08 - 12/31/08

Blood Plasma Donations have provided...
• Innovative life-saving products and services since 1940

• Significant scientific and clinical advances in health care
• Therapeutic treatments to countless numbers of children

and adults in desperate need of critical care for burns, shock
and other life-threatening conditions.

• Our plasma donors with a much-needed additional income!
You can become part of this life-saving team
and start enjoying the benefits of extra cash.

Together we can make a difference…

New donors receive:
1st donation $30
2nd donation $35
3rd donation $35
4th donation $40

Regular donors receive:
1st donation $20
2nd donation $25

Donors receive an
extra $10 on their fifth
consecutive donation!
For more information,
call 574-9200 or visit our center at:

For more complete information and a plasma collection center
near you, please visit www.grifols.com

Biomat USA, Inc.
653 E. 13th St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
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Soccer conference play begins Sept. 23
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
The Scorpion soccer
teams will try to
reclaim the laurels
of their inaugural
season in the Red
River Athletic Conference.
At 5 and 7 p.m. Sept. 23, the
women’s and men’s teams will face off
against Huston-Tillotson University in
Austin.
Last season, the men’s team went 2-0
against the Rams, winning 5-1 and 3-2. The
women’s team went 3-0 against the Rams,
netting 4-0 and 2-1 victories in season play
and then crushing the Rams 7-0 in the 2007
RRAC tournament quarterfinals.
The Scorpions have already shown their
strengths and skills in preparation for
conference play, particularly during the
first annual Scorpion Soccer Classic, held
Sept. 6-7.
During those days, the Scorpions showed
their opponents that no matter how muddy
the field is, a tough battle will always be
fought at Morningside Park.
The men faced off against the University
of St. Thomas Celts in an incredibly highpaced game.
Almost as if by accident, veteran forward
Fernando Mendoza opened up the score
with 10 minutes left in the first half. He was
locked in a tight battle for possession of the
ball with the Celt defenders when he slid
into the ball and put it past the opponent’s
goalie and into the net.
In the second half, the Scorpions renewed
a relentless offensive against the Celts,
who were hungry for revenge after their
3-0 loss against the Scorpions on Aug. 29.  
But despite the best efforts of the Scorpion
forwards, the ball just wouldn’t go into the
net, and the score remained 1-0 for the rest
of the game.
Goalkeeper Juan Gamboa, who fiercely
kept the UTB/TSC net as secure as Fort
Knox, was content with the result.
“We had a tough game, [with] tough
conditions on the field,” Gamboa said. “I
think we did a good job and we pulled off
the game.”
Mendoza
said
the
Scorpions
could still use some improvements,

Diego Lerma/Collegian Photos

Scorpion forward Fernando Mendoza resists pressure from a University of St. Thomas player during a game
Sep. 6 at Morningside Park. UTB/TSC won the game 1-0.

particularly
with
finishing.
“I had a few chances, I kinda missed that,”
he said. “We’ve been having some trouble
to score sometimes. … If we don’t finish
the game, we’re going to get punished,
[and] we have to punish other teams.”
Head Coach Dan Balaguero’s reaction
was more critical.
“Happy we won,” he said, “[but] to be
honest, I think it was probably the worst
we’ve played all season.”
Mendoza was booked with a yellow card
midway through the first half and forward
Enrique Rivera was sent off with a red card
a few minutes before the game’s end.
Injuries have also plagued the men’s
team.
“Every day we’re having a different
injury,” Balaguero said. “We’ve only had
the whole team in training once all season.
We’re going to keep plugging away, and,
hopefully, by the time conference [play]
rolls around, we’ll be ready to go.”
The women faced a grudge match against
Oklahoma Baptist University earlier in
the day. Last season, the Lady Bisons
stampeded the Scorpions 5-1. This match
would prove to be much different.
The Lady Bisons started charging at the
Scorpion goal from the get-go. Twentyfour minutes in, a shot that bounced off
Scorpion goalie Stephanie Reid’s crossbar

into the ground was saved by Carling
Rootes. Not even two minutes later, the
Bisons struck again with a powerful shot
that was contained by Reid.
Despite aggressive defense from the
Scorpions, the Bisons managed to draw
first blood at the 40th minute of the first
half. A long-range shot by Oklahoma
Baptist’s Kirsten Morrow finally defeated
Reid and turned up the score 1-0 in favor
of the visitors.
The second half had both teams
displaying equal amounts of passion and
technique. Midway through the second
half, midfielder/forward Bianca DeLeon
received a powerful cross from defender/
midfielder Rochelle Bryan and kicked the
ball straight past the Lady Bison goalie and
into the net for the equalizer.
Even though the game went into a goldengoal double-overtime, the score remained
1-1 and the Scorpion women’s team earned  
its first tie of the season and its history.
“It was a challenging game because of

the field, but we went into it with our best,”
Bryan said.
Coach Nik Barjaktarevic also saw the
silver lining in the dark cloud of the tie.
“It was a tough game, we played against
a really good team,” Barjaktarevic said.
“We had a couple of opportunities to win
the game, but with these tough games,
we’re obviously not glad with the result.
But, at home we’re still unbeaten.”
Injuries were also a matter of concern
with the women’s team.
“Everybody’s
kind
of
injured,”
Barjaktarevic said. “The good thing is we
have two weeks before next game to get
everybody back.”
About 200 fans filled Morningside Park
to support the UTB/TSC soccer teams.
“The game was exciting and interesting,”
said Natasha Celedon and Michelle Cruz,
two Rivera High School students who
turned out to support midfielder Nena
Villarreal.
Their views were shared by Maria Isabel
Gamboa, the Scorpion goalie’s mother.
“It was very exciting and interesting,
largely because my son is the goalie, so
that’s what gets me more excited,” Gamboa
said, adding she had already requested days
off from work to attend her son’s games,
including those in Austin, San Antonio and
Oklahoma.
Besides the Celts and Bisons, also
playing in the Scorpion Soccer Classic
were the College of Santa Fe Prairie Dogs.
They faced OBU in the opening game
of the tournament and the Oklahoma
representative crushed the New Mexico
team 6-1.
The UTB/TSC men’s team faced the
Bisons Aug. 6 and defeated them 3-2,
improving their record to 3-1. The men
traveled to Austin Sunday to face off
against St. Edward’s University. Results
were not available at press time.

Upcoming games in the Scorpion Nation
Date		

Team		

Opponent		

Friday		
Volleyball
Lindenwood University
Friday
Volleyball
Missouri Baptist Univ.
Saturday
Volleyball
Graceland University
Saturday
Soccer (W)
Our Lady of the Lake Univ.
Saturday
Soccer (M)
Our Lady of the Lake Univ.
Saturday
Volleyball
Columbia College		
Sept. 23		
Soccer (W)
Huston-Tillotson Univ.*
Sept. 23		
Soccer (M)
Huston-Tillotson Univ.*
Sept. 26
Soccer (W)
Oklahoma City Univ.
Sept. 26
Soccer (M)
Oklahoma City Univ.
Sept. 27 		
Volleyball
Loyola University		
* Red River Athletic Conference game

Location

Time

St. Charles, Mo. 2 p.m.
St. Louis, Mo.
7 p.m.
Columbia, Mo.
Noon
Morningside Park 5 p.m.
Morningside Park 7 p.m.
Columbia, Mo. 2:30 p.m.
Austin		
5 p.m.
Austin		
7 p.m.
Oklahoma City
2 p.m.
Oklahoma City
4 p.m.
Houston		
11 a.m.

Scorpion defender/midfielder Rochelle Bryan dribbles the ball in the Oklahoma Baptist University danger zone
during the Sept. 6 game against the Lady Bisons at Morningside Park. The game ended in a 1-1 tie.
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Noticias en Español

15 de septiembre de 2008 • Página 14

Lecturas, conciertos y películas en mes hispano Estudiante
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
UTB/TSC festejará el Mes de la Herencia
Hispana con conferencias, conciertos,
películas y un espectáculo de talento.
La celebración inicia hoy a las 11 a.m. con
“El Grito de Independencia” en los quioscos
de la universidad (Gazebos). El cónsul de
México Víctor Manuel Treviño Escudero
encabezará la celebración.
Estados Unidos empezó esta celebración
en 1968, cuando el Congreso autorizó al
Presidente Lyndon B. Johnson proclamar
una semana en septiembre como la Semana
Nacional de la Herencia Hispana.
En 1988, la celebración se expandió a un mes
honrando a los “residentes estadounidenses de
descendencia española, mexicana y naciones
de Centro y Sudamérica y el
Caribe”, según un comunicado
de la Oficina del Censo de los
Estados Unidos.
Los hispanos son el grupo
minoritario más grande de los
Estados Unidos. En julio del
2007, la población hispana era de
45.5 millones, 15.1 por ciento de
la población total.
La celebración inicia el 15 de septiembre
con el aniversario de la independencia de Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras y
Nicaragua. México celebra su independencia
el 16 de septiembre y Chile el 18.
En UTB/TSC las actividades continuaran
hasta el 25 de octubre.
Luis Rodríguez-Abad, profesor del
departamento de ciencias sociales, presentará

la lectura titulada “Hugo Chávez and the
Bolivarian Ideal”, a las 12:15 p.m. el jueves
en el salón de conferencias del tercer piso del
edificio SET-B. La lectura se repetirá el 7 de
octubre.
“Pienso que cualquier cosa sobre Hugo
Chávez es interesante porque ha sido una figura
crítica en los últimos años con sus protestas
contra el Presidente Bush y los Estados
Unidos”, comentó Mari Fuentes-Martin, vicerectora asociada y decana de estudiantes.
El cineasta mexicano Juan Ferré presentará
su documental “El Niño Fidencio: de Roma
a Espinazo”, el viernes a las 6:30 p.m. en la
sala de conferencias del edificio SET-B. El
documental es acerca de un curandero de
Guanajuato, México.
Stephanie Elizondo Griest, periodista
y autora, hablará sobre su libro “Mexican

Enough: My Life Between the Borderlines”,
a las 11 a.m. el 23 de septiembre en la sala
de conferencias del edificio SET-B. Después
habrá una sesión de preguntas y respuestas a
la 1 p.m. en el salón de conferencias del tercer
piso del edificio SET-B.
Elizondo Griest es “una joven profesional
que se graduó de UT-Austin con una
licenciatura en periodismo y ha viajado por
el mundo, como una activista social, una

feminista y como observadora de diferentes
culturas, diferente gente, y encontrando su
identidad en el camino”, mencionó FuentesMartin.
David Iglesias, abogado para el distrito de
Nuevo México del 2001 al 2007, presentará
su libro “In Justice: Inside the Scandal That
Rocked the Bush Administration”, a las 7 p.m.
el 24 de septiembre en la sala de conferencias
del edificio SET-B. Iglesias fue uno de los siete
abogados a quienes el entonces procurador
federal de los Estados Unidos, Alberto
González, les pidió su renuncia en el 2006.
Otros eventos incluyen Noche de Estrellas,
un espectáculo de talento estudiantil, películas
y conciertos.
Fuentes-Martin invita a todos los estudiantes,
empleados y personal docente a asistir a estos
eventos.
“La mayoría van a ser cosas
divertidas e interesantes de asistir,
que reconocerán la cultura hispana
en diferentes maneras, y formas-baile, música, conferencias--debe
de ser un buen mes”, comentó.
Fuentes-Martin mencionó que
las conferencias son una gran
oportunidad para aprender.
“Es interesante escuchar los puntos de vista
de otras personas, escuchar su historia sobre
cómo llegaron a ser exitosas... porque yo creo
que siempre tienen algo que enseñarnos”, dijo.
“Debemos aprender de estas personas, qué
hacer, qué no hacer, y tal vez decidir nuestro
propio legado como hispanos en los Estados
Unidos”.
Para ver el programa de eventos, lea la
página 9.

Donante generoso

Michael Peña/Collegian

Rubén Barrientos, estudiante de kinesiología de primer año, toma parte en la donación de sangre de la Cruz Roja Americana el pasado 4 de septiembre entre los edificios Mary
Rose Cárdenas Norte y Sur. Barrientos ha donado sangre desde 1987. Las donaciones fueron recaudadas por Donor Services Technician Holly Kirkpatrick.

de hoy

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Nombre: Raúl Gracia
Edad: 24 años
Ciudad natal: Matamoros
Promedio: 3.01
Especialidad: Contabilidad
Clasificación: Estudiante de tercer año
Reconocimientos:
Lista
del
Decano: Verano I 2007, Verano II
2007 y Verano I 2008
Pasatiempos:
“Correr,
hacer
ejercicio, ciclismo o bicicleta de
montaña”.
Actividades
extracurriculares:
Presidente de “National Hispanic
Business Association”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Obtener
mi maestría y abrir mi propio
negocio en Austin de mecánica”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande?
“Vivir solo, [porque] cuando me
gradué de la preparatoria me fui a
Wyoming”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de
la universidad, qué harías? “La
calidad de los servicios que dan
los trabajadores, como en Asesoría
Académica”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad?
“Que está aquí en la ciudad [donde]
vivo”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? “Que
empiecen con buenas calificaciones
[y] con el pie derecho, porque el
primer año es el más difícil porque
se están adaptando”.
¿Qué consejo le darías a los
estudiantes para estudiar antes
de un examen? “Que [repasen] con
tiempo. Siempre hay gente que se
espera hasta el último momento”.
Anécdota: “Una vez mis amigos
escondieron mi moto. … Me la
pusieron por McDonald’s. [Yo la
estacioné] por la biblioteca, en
una esquinita. … Como por hora
y media la estuve buscando hasta
que hablaron [mis amigos y me
dijeron]”.
--Recopilado por Paola Ibarra
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